[Is baldness a thermoregulatory adaptive process?].
In 100 adult men the area of the face and neck where beard was growing was measured and compared to that of glabrous skin on the forehead and calvaria. In the population as a whole, forehead area was found to be proportional to bearded area. Forehead and calvaria sweat rate was measured on 10 baldheaded male subjects and compared with that of 10 hairy control subjects during mild hyperthermia. Bald skin was found to sweat more than twice as much as hairy skin. In the light of these results the hypothesis that baldness is a thermoregulatory adaptative process is proposed.